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Wax Music Lounge
Step into the forefront of sonic euphoria that is  
Wax Music Lounge, the brainchild of the trailblazing 
team behind Melbourne’s legendary Wax Museum 
Records store. 
Nestled in the basement of the Bounce Melbourne, 
opposite the iconic Flinders St train station and one 
door from Degraves St, Wax Music Lounge is more 
than just a place—it’s an auditory odyssey.

 250 Flinders st, Melbourne
 waxmusiclounge
 waxmusiclounge
 0451 144 128
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Lord Mayor tees off at Royal Park  
Golf Club, backs future of city golf

Melbourne youth push for a 
“Happy Capital” vision by 2050

It’s not every day you spot the Lord Mayor 
on the fairway, but that was the scene at 
Royal Park Golf Club on Friday, July 25, 
as Cr Nick Reece joined members for a 
friendly round — and some thoughtful 
conversation about the future of the  
City of Melbourne’s only golf course.

Melbourne could 
become Australia’s 
“Happy Capital” by 
2050 if the city’s 
youngest voices are 
heard loud and clear.
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That’s the bold message emerg-
ing from the City of Melbourne’s 
inaugural Youth Roundtable, held 
as part of its wider Melbourne 
2050 Summit in May, with a newly 
released report placing happiness 
and wellbeing at the centre of the 
city’s long-term future.

While Melbourne has long held 
titles as the nation’s capital of arts, 
culture, sport and food, the next 
generation is calling for some-
thing deeper – a future where live-
ability and inclusion are measured 
not just in infrastructure, but in joy.

Some 80 young people took 
part in the landmark roundtable, 
contributing to a broader summit 
attended by more than 700 partic-
ipants, including students, youth 
leaders and community members. 
Their voices, the council says, will 
help shape the draft Melbourne 
2050 Vision set for community 
consultation later this year.

With Melbourne’s population 
forecast to exceed nine million by 
the 2050s, Lord Mayor Nick Reece 
said now was the time to “listen to 
the future leaders of our city”.

“If we’re serious about creating 
a happier, more liveable city by 
2050, we need to listen to young 
Melburnians,” Cr Reece said.

“From rent reform to roof-
top gardens, young people are 
offering smart and progressive 
solutions to some of our biggest 
challenges – all in the spirit of the 
Melbourne we know and love.”

The roundtable’s number one 
theme was simple: happiness. But 
young participants also drilled 
down into specific ideas on how to 
achieve it.

Cr Reece acknowledged the club’s legacy and its 
importance to the city.

“Peter ‘the Melbourne Tiger’ Thomson was born in 
Brunswick and used to sneak onto this course as a 
young boy with one ball and one club. Decades later, 
he returned to redesign it into the short but challeng-
ing layout we know today,” he said. 

Among ideas raised during the round were safety 
concerns around the 8th hole – where Cr Reece 
invited the club to submit alternative design sugges-
tions – and support for upgrades to clubhouse amen-
ities and equipment, including a new green roller.

“We need to keep working on options for the 8th 
hole. Relocating the tee area does not keep true to 
the original Peter Thomson design and creates a new 
set of issues with golf balls running on to Poplar Rd,” 
he said. 

Cr Reece also backed the idea of a future Lord 
Mayor’s charity golf day to raise funds and celebrate 
this “brilliantly designed” course.

“A Lord Mayor's Golf Day at Royal Park could be a 
fun way to raise funds for charity and raise the profile 
of this wonderful golf club,” he said. 

With clear support for preserving and investing in 
accessible public golf, Cr Reece’s visit was a welcome 
sign of the City of Melbourne’s commitment to keep-
ing Royal Park Golf Club thriving into the future. •

Under a vision for a greener 
Melbourne, they called for “green 
equity” in development – match-
ing concrete with plant life – and 
guaranteed access to nature for 
every resident. Ideas like edible 
gardens and food waste systems 
in every building reflected a desire 
for both environmental and social 
wellbeing.

In tackling economic inequal-
ity, the roundtable proposed bold 
measures including rent freezes, 
student debt reform, more acces-
sible education and startup sup-
port, and fairer school funding 
across the public-private divide.

Mental health, homelessness 
and addiction support also ranked 
high, alongside calls for safer 
public spaces, enhanced intersec-
tional support, and greater action 
on gendered violence.

“Young people are clearly con-
necting urban design with mental 
health and economic fairness,” Cr 
Reece said. “And they’re asking the 
city to lead with hope, not fear.”

The feedback will now be ana-
lysed alongside insights from the 
M2050 Vision Survey, the People’s 
Panel, a First Nations Roundtable, 
and other expert data as the coun-
cil prepares a draft vision and new 
Council Plan.

Those documents will be put 
to the community for feedback 
later in 2025, before being refined 
and formally considered by the 
council at a Future Melbourne 
Committee meeting.

But for now, young Melburnians 
are clear about the kind of city 
they want.

“Melbourne has long been 
Australia’s capital of arts, food 
and culture – but now, our young 
people are leading a new move-
ment: turning us into the nation’s 
‘Happy Capital’,” Cr Reece said. 
“And I believe we’ll get there.” •
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Joined by club president Sam Hanna, committee 
member Kai Bowie, and Thomas Jacobs from the Lord 
Mayor’s office, Cr Reece spent the morning soaking in 
the course’s unique charm, discussing its challenges, 
and showing off a surprisingly smooth swing.

“Tee-off time was a dark and chilly 7am, but I was 
heartened to see a large turnout of keen golfers 
ready for a hit,” Cr Reece said.

“Royal Park is a truly remarkable golf course – it’s 
a bit of a hidden gem. It was great seeing so many 
locals out enjoying the course and having a yarn and 
a laugh after playing nine holes.”

“As Lord Mayor, I don’t get much time to work on 
my handicap, so the form was pretty woeful,” he 
joked. “But it was certainly an enjoyable round with 
great company at a special place.”

Top of mind for the club was the course’s role in 
the upcoming Royal Park Master Plan. Mr Bowie 
said while some change was inevitable, the club was 
eager to retain the character and challenge that 
have long defined the home of golfing great Peter 
Thomson AO.

“The Lord Mayor was very receptive and genuinely 
engaged. He understands that this is more than just 
a course – it’s a vital green space that brings physi-
cal and emotional benefits to people of all ages,” Mr 
Bowie said.


